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The Hidden Kyoto 
 

Kyoto Prefecture can be said to embody the very spirit of Japanese culture. While the rest of Japan has adopted 

modernity with abandon, the old ways are hanging on in Kyoto. While most people’s image of Kyoto is only of 

the storied city itself, Kyoto Prefecture is home to a variety of lovely attractions located outside the city lines, 

just waiting to be discovered. Hidden away are some of the most mesmerizing villages, towns, coastal fervour, 

aged-old traditions as well as a diverse array of food. This is a Kyoto that is virtually unknown! 
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DAY 01  ARRIVE OSAKA / NAGAOKA-KYO / MUKO / KAMEOKA 
 

• Visit the traditional city of Nagaoka-kyo, the forgotten capital of Japan before Kyoto with options to 

visit the stunning Nagaoka Tenmangu Shrine, one of the most visually-spectacular sites in Spring or 

the Suntory Kyoto Brewery – for an experience in learning about the production of the most beloved 

premium malt beers in Japan OR consider a visit to the Yamazaki Whisky Distillery for perhaps the 

most revered and in-demand whisky in the world today.  

 

     
 

• Head on to the city of Muko – visiting the impressive Muko Shrine, one of the best cherry blossom 

viewing sites in Spring founded in 718 during the Nara Period. Later, visit as well the virtually-

unknown Muko Bamboo Forest at over 2km in length and more than 1.8km longer than the more 

popular and crowded Arashiyama Bamboo Forest. The Muko Bamboo Forest retains the uncrowded 

and unhurried atmosphere.  

 

     
 

• Finally, arrive into the town of Kameoka, a world away from the now hustle and bustle of Kyoto city 

where we retreat into Yunohana Onsen where spend the next 2 nights.  

 

MEALS: Breakfast & Dinner 

 

OVERNIGHT: Syoenso Hozukawatei (2 nights) - https://www.syoenso-english.com/  

 

Located in a hot spring area in the countryside near Kyoto, this Japanese style inn has a striking entrance that is 

reminiscent of the Kyoto Machiya style of house. Combining its traditional atmosphere with a pleasant and 

welcoming modern aesthetic, the Syoenso offers a delightful relaxation and stay to begin your journey of the 

hidden Kyoto.  
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DAY 02  KAMEOKA 
 

• Visit the authentic Masahiro Tantouba sword forge, owned by blacksmith Yuya Nakanishi where you 

will learn about the Japanese sword-making process through a demonstration of heating, hammering 

and folding the metal. To create a perfect sword, this process is repeated over and over again. The 

forging process usually take few weeks to complete, and this process was once considered as a sacred 

art by Japanese people. Enjoy the rare opportunity to wield a sword in appreciation of its shine and 

perhaps even try your hand at hammering the precious metal.  

 

     
 

• Thereafter, a short drive arrives us at the sacred Izumo Dai-jingu Shrine - renowned as the Shrine of 

Health, Marriage and Fortune. Founded around the year 800, it is considered to be one of the most 

refined shrines with 3 divine favors associated with this shrine. Health: Water spouting from Mikage-

yama Mountain, "Manai-no-Mizu", is considered to be the water of longevity that heals sickness and 

pain. Marriage: Divine favor in marriage and happiness is also thought to be granted here. Fortune: By 

striving with a pure mind in your occupation, it is said that fortune will be bestowed.  

 

   
 

• OPTIONAL: Consider perhaps a 1.5 hour Hozu River boat ride filled with dramatic scenery and an 

opportunity to learn about the traditions of a Hozu boatman, where a key criteria to be a boatman 

requires one to live only in Kameoka. Meet with Mr Takayoshi Morita, director of the non-profit 

organization, NPO Project Hozugawa, where we learn about the environmental projects of the Hozu 

River and the green approach in place for sustainable tourism. 

 

   
 

 

MEALS: Breakfast & Dinner 
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DAY 03  KAMEOKA / MIYAMA 

• Leave Kameoka today for a scenic and pleasant drive north to Miyama where we visit the Miyama 

Kayabuki no Sato village, designated as a Japanese cultural heritage site in 1993. Enjoy some of the 

most stunning traditional Japanese landscape with its iconic thatched-roof houses, reminiscent of 

Shirakawago in Gifu Prefecture. These thatched-roof houses are called "Kitayama" styled farm houses 

numbering about 50 in the village that were built between 150 - 200 years ago. Visit the Miyama 

Folklore Museum to learn about the traditional life, farm equipment, artifacts that were used in the era. 

 

• Later, a chance to meet the Master artisan and owner of the restored thatched-roof houses project for 

some insights into the intricate works of thatch-roofing and an opportunity to participate and weave 

before we retreat to stay the night in a traditional “Kayabuki” farmhouse in a rustic environment. Enjoy 

some rest and nearing dinner, village ladies will come to your villa to prepare traditional home-cooked 

and hearty meals while you may take the opportunity to watch and learn how traditional meals are 

prepared in Miyama.  

 

     
 

MEALS: Breakfast & Dinner 

 

OVERNIGHT: Hanabusa Villa (1 night) - http://miyamafandb.jp/pg133.html  

 

Hanabusa is a traditional thatched cottage fully reformed and complete with all the modern conveniences. Built 

in the Edo period, the house is 150 years old and registered as a site of cultural heritage. It is a beautiful example 

of traditional thatched architecture. Extremely spacious for Japan the downstairs has several large rooms, the 

largest of which is the combined kitchen and dining area. The kitchen has been renovated and is fully modern 

and equipped with everything you might need to cook your own dinner if you prefer to cater for yourself. The 

adjoining dining area has tables and chairs as well as an old Japanese hearth. There is a large room with 

traditional tatami flooring for relaxing or sleeping in as well as a smaller tea room humbly yet beautifully 

decorated for the purposes of Japanese tea ceremony. Down stairs there are 2 modern water flushed toilets and a 

fully modern gas heated bath. Make your up the staircase to find the real charm of the thatched roof. There is 

room for 12 to sleep on futons (simple floor-based matts) and there is also plenty of comfy seating for you to 

relax and enjoy this cosy natural space. If members of your group prefer private sleeping areas there are 2 

separate rooms downstairs you can sleep in as well as the upstairs thatched area. 
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DAY 04  MIYAMA / MAIZURU / AMANOHASHIDATE / INE 

• After an experiential night’s stay, enjoy breakfast lovingly prepared by a local village lady and 

thereafter, we continue north to the city of Maizuru, situated on the inlet of the Sea of Japan where we 

then hop onboard and embark on a scenic train journey on the sightseeing train "Akamatsu", named 

after pine trees which are a symbol of "Hakusya-seisyo", an expression for beautiful seashore scenery. 

Enjoy a beautiful ride marvelling at the peaceful coastal landscape before arriving into 

Amanohashidate, renowned for being one of Japan's "Top Three Scenic Views". Amanohashidate 

divides the ocean and bay into north and south waters, with approximately 8000 pine trees spanning 

across the bay into a single road. This terrain made from "sasu" and was given the name 

"Amanohashidate" in ancient Japan because it was said to appear like a bridge that hung over the 

heavens.  

 

     
 

• Upon arrival, we enjoy time for lunch in a local restaurant where you get to pick your own seafood 

ricebowl and thereafter, considera an OPTIONAL ascend to Amanohashidate View Land for 

panoramic views of the unique sand bar. We then descend and enjoy some leisure time exploring the 

town center dominated by the Chionji Temple, one of three temples in Japan dedicated to the Monju 

Bodhisattva (Bodhisattva of Wisdom) where it is believed that you can gain wisdom from visiting this 

temple so many students and their families visit here to pray for help passing exams. Later, make a visit 

to the Iio Jozo vinegar factory, producing perhaps the most revered range of exceptional vinegar that 

are preferred by many top chefs in Japan and abroad, many of them upmarket Michelin star restaurants. 

Enjoy a unique and interesting visit of the facilities, before a mouth-watering tasting of its range of 

vinegars, many of which will be pleasantly-surprising.  

 

     
 

• From here, a short drive arrives us at the incredibly-beautiful and charming fishing village of Ine where 

we will spend the next 2 nights in an exclusive and private “funaya” boathouse.  

 

MEALS: Breakfast & Dinner 

 

OVERNIGHT: Ine Funaya (2 nights)  

 

Enjoy a charming stay in a “funaya” boathouse that has been reconverted into a luxurious and exclusive lodging, 

aiming to tell the story of the bygone years and the trials and tribulations of local fishermen. Modernly furnished 

combining with original structures of a “funaya”, this is an experience that will be a highlight of the journey.  
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DAY 05  INE (THE TANGO PENINSULA) 

• We begin the day with a guided tour and introduction of the funaya houses, its design, the ways of 

fishing with traditional nets called "mondori" while also getting onboard a private boat tour to observe 

it from the sea. Also in the agenda is a visit to the Ine Mukai sake brewery, a proud legacy of Ine and a 

rare brewery headed by a female "toji" sake maker. Enjoy a learning process of its production and later, 

sampling opportunities for its exceptional range of sake. Thereafter, you have time to enjoy a leisure 

stroll enjoying many wonderful photographic opportunities where each corner offers wonderful 

perspectives of a charming fishing town beyond description.  

 

      
 

• We then continue northwards to the northernmost point of the Tango Peninsula and Kyoto Prefecture, 

where a 15mins hike take us to the spellbinding Cape Kyogamisaki Lighthouse, built during the 

Taisho era, overlooking astonishing rocky coastal landscapes. From here, we skirt around the 

shimmering coastline of the Tango Peninsula where multiple stops can be made to marvel at the 

incredibly-beautiful coastal features of different forms and shapes notably the Tango Matsushima 

rocks and the surreal and enchanting Tate-Iwa rocks.  

 

     
 

• Returning to Ine, we have the opportunity to enjoy some of the most incredible rice terrace scenery in a 

highland setting at the Kami-Seya village where rice are grown here for the production of its 

exceptional vinegars. Overlooking dramatic views of the mountains, this is a hidden but photogenic site 

that is envied.  

 

     
 

 

MEALS: Breakfast & Dinner 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P a g e  7 | 8 

 

 
DAY 06  INE / FUKUCHIYAMA / SASAYAMA (HYOGO) 

• We leave Ine today for a pleasant drive south to the city of Fukuchiyama where we visit the 

impressive Fukuchiyama Castle, built by Akechi Mitsuhide in 1579 and has been registered as one of 

"Japan's Best 100 Historical Parks" and a "Kyoto Prefecture Tourism Asset". Considered to be one of 

the most beautiful castles in Japan, it was demolished at the beginning of the Meiji era and only stone 

walls and Akaganemon guard house were left, but it was painstakingly rebuilt in 1986.  

 

• Thereafter, continue to the little-known but pleasantly-surprising and beautiful city of Sasayama 

(Hyogo Prefecture), a throwback to a Kyoto before the invasion of mass tourism. Arrive at the restored 

hotel project of NIPPONIA Sasayama for our check in before a guided walk of the nostalgic 

Kawaramachi Tsumairi Mercantile House District where you will will admire the numerous 

wellpreserved Japanese mercantile houses with its striking "Tsumairi" house design typified by a 

narrow entrance and long extension from front to back. This cluster of mercantile houses, strung out 

along a street 600m long, seems to take you back to the days when Samurai lived dotted with charming 

souvenir shops and cafes, where you can enjoy strolling and shopping. Thereafter, we make a visit to 

the stunning Homei Shuzo sake brewery where we will learn about its history and production while 

visiting its fermentation chamber of the Yume no Tobira sake, brewed while subjected to subtle 

vibrations of classic music composed by Mozart, Beethoven feeling the atmosphere of the Edo Period 

(1603-1868). The facility exhibits things such as senmai-jo (the site for washing rice), kamaba, (the site 

for steaming rice) kouji-muro (the fermentation room for propagating koji spores on rice) and tools 

used for brewing in the old days. Finally, we will retreat to your private villa where you will spend the 

evening in an environment reminiscent of the Meiji and Taisho era. Tonight, you will tuck into the 

sensational cuisine of Chef Shu Ishii combining ingredients of the Tamba area with French principles. 

 

     
 

MEALS: Breakfast & Dinner 

 

 

OVERNIGHT: NIPPONIA Sasayama (1 night) - https://www.sasayamastay.jp/en/  

 

Sasayama Castle Town Hotel NIPPONIA is a hotel with a concept to regard the whole castle town with many 

historical sites and cultural assets as part of the hotel. 5 buildings are scattered throughout the town, which are 

restored to keep the taste of the unique lifestyle of the old days with combining the artistic architectural 

techniques and modern comfort. A gastronomic experience also promises at NIPPONIA where its restaurant 

headed by Chef Shu Ishii who had a successful career at Grand Maison in Switzerland before returning to Japan 

to open La Pierre Zipangu in Kobe and subsequently, NIPPONIA's gastronomic restaurant offers fine and 

unique "Sasayama cuisine" which you can only taste in this place. Using fresh local ingedients and respecting 

local cuisine, the chef transforms the products into a delicious piece of art with fusion of Japanese and French 

cuisine technique and senses.  
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DAY 07  DEPART SASAYAMA  

• We leave Sasayama for your onward journey to either Osaka or Kyoto.  

 

MEALS: Breakfast 

 

 

COST: To Be Advised (Depending on number of travelers, dates, rooming configurations etc)  

 

What’s Included: 

• All accommodations  

• Services of English-Speaking chauffeur escort & private vehicle 

• Tours & Transfers as detailed 

• Meals as detailed 

• Local government taxes, bathing taxes (onsen) 

 

What’s NOT Included: 

• International airfare  

• Any other meals not specified 

• Travel insurance 

• Any other miscellaneous cost, personal expenses 

• Gratuities & tippings 

 

For More Enquiries, please CONTACT US: 

Email: info@beyondxboundaries.com  

Tel: +65 96727463 

Visit our Website: www.beyondxboundaries.com  


